
Independent Message April 25th, 2021

The incomprehensible love of God 

“I will punish her for all those times when she burned incense to her 
images of Baal, when she put on her earrings and jewels and went 
out to look for her lovers but forgot all about me,” says the Lord.” 
(Hosea 2:13) 

“They ask a piece of wood for advice! They think a stick can tell them 
the future! Longing after idols has made them foolish. They have 
played the prostitute, serving other gods and deserting their God. 
(Hosea 4:12) 

“You make vows and break them; you kill and steal and commit 
adultery. There is violence everywhere—one murder after another. 
(Hosea 4:2) 

“When the Lord first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, he 
said to him, “Go and marry a prostitute, so that some of her children 
will be conceived in prostitution. This will illustrate how Israel has 
acted like a prostitute by turning against the Lord and worshiping 
other gods.” 3 So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, 
and she became pregnant and gave Hosea a son.” (Hosea 1:2-3) 

“Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil 
in your sight. You will be proved right in what you say, and your 
judgment against me is just.” (Psalm 51:4) 

“Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many 
sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying 
the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is 
the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All 
of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and 
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject 
to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy, 
and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is 
only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)” (Ephesians 2:1-5) 

“Soon Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. 
And the Lord said to Hosea, “Name your daughter Lo-ruhamah—‘Not 
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loved’—for I will no longer show love to the people of Israel or 
forgive them. 7 But I will show love to the people of Judah. I will free 
them from their enemies—not with weapons and armies or horses 
and charioteers, but by my power as the Lord their God.” (Hosea 
1:6-7)  

“ After Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she again became 
pregnant and gave birth to a second son.” (Hosea 1:8)  

“Their mother is a shameless prostitute and became pregnant in a 
shameful way. She said, ‘I’ll run after other lovers and sell myself to 
them for food and water, for clothing of wool and linen, and for 
olive oil and drinks.’ 6 “For this reason I will fence her in with 
thornbushes. I will block her path with a wall to make her lose her 
way. 7 When she runs after her lovers, she won’t be able to catch 
them. She will search for them but not find them. Then she will think,
‘I might as well return to my husband, for I was better off with him 
than I am now.’ 8 She doesn’t realize it was I who gave her 
everything she has—the grain, the new wine, the olive oil; I even 
gave her silver and gold. But she gave all my gifts to Baal. 9 “But 
now I will take back the ripened grain and new wine I generously 
provided each harvest season. I will take away the wool and linen 
clothing I gave her to cover her nakedness. 10 I will strip her naked 
in public, while all her lovers look on. No one will be able to rescue 
her from my hands.” (Hosea 2:5-10)  

“ Then the Lord said to me, “Go and love your wife again, even 
though she commits adultery with another lover. This will illustrate 
that the Lord still loves Israel, even though the people have turned 
to other gods and love to worship them.” 2 So I bought her back for 
fifteen pieces of silver and five bushels of barley and a measure of 
wine. 3 Then I said to her, “You must live in my house for many days 
and stop your prostitution. During this time, you will not have sexual 
relations with anyone, not even with me.” (Hosea 3:1-3) 

Verse 17: “O Israel, I will wipe the many names of Baal from your 
lips, and you will never mention them again.”; Verse 19: “I will make 
you my wife forever, showing you righteousness and 
justice, unfailing love and compassion.”; Verse 23: “At that time I will 
plant a crop of Israelites and raise them for myself. I will show 
love to those I called ‘Not loved.’ And to those I called ‘Not my 
people,’ I will say, ‘Now you are my people.’ And they will reply, ‘You 
are our God!”.   (Hosea 2:17,19,23) 

“He does this to make the riches of his glory shine even brighter on 
those to whom he shows mercy, who were prepared in advance for 
glory. 24 And we are among those whom he selected, both from the 
Jews and from the Gentiles. 25 Concerning the Gentiles, God says in 
the prophecy of Hosea, “Those who were not my people, I will now 
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call my people. And I will love those whom I did not love before.” 26 And, “Then, at the place where they were 
told, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’" (Romans 9:23-26) 

“But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 
possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into 
his wonderful light. 10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people. Once you received 
no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt. 2 But the more I called to him, 
    the farther he moved from me, offering sacrifices to the images of Baal and burning incense to idols. 3 I 
myself taught Israel how to walk, leading him along by the hand. But he doesn’t know or even care that it was 
I who took care of him. 4 I led Israel along with my ropes of kindness and love. I lifted the yoke from his 
neck, and I myself stooped to feed him.” (Hosea 11:1-4)  

“Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? How can I let you go? How can I destroy you like Admah or demolish you 
like Zeboiim? My heart is torn within me, and my compassion overflows.” (Hosea 11:8) 

“The Lord says, “Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; my love will know no bounds, for my anger will be 
gone forever. 5 I will be to Israel like a refreshing dew from heaven. Israel will blossom like the lily; it will send 
roots deep into the soil like the cedars in Lebanon. 6 Its branches will spread out like beautiful olive trees, as 
fragrant as the cedars of Lebanon. 7 My people will again live under my shade. They will flourish like grain and 
blossom like grapevines. They will be as fragrant as the wines of Lebanon. 8 “O Israel, stay away from idols!  I 
am the one who answers your prayers and cares for you. I am like a tree that is always green; all your fruit 
comes from me.” (Hosea 14:4-8) 

“Let those who are wise understand these things. Let those with discernment listen carefully. 
The paths of the Lord are true and right, and righteous people live by walking in them. But in those paths 
sinners stumble and fall.” (Hosea 14:9) 
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